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Maimonidean Perspectives on Conversion -from Sinai to our days-
Senior Shi’ur by Juan Mejia, Matt Eisenfeld and Sarah Ducker Beth Midrash, 24 Elul 5768

Rabbi Raphael Samson Hirsch on Deuteronomy 29.27
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1. Mishneh Torah, Laws of Forbidden Intercourse 13.17

A convert whose intentions were not checked nor who was
informed about the commandments and their punishment, but
was circumcised and immersed in front of three laymen: he is a
convert. Even if we know that he is converting for an ulterior
motive, if he was circumcised and immersed he is no longer
considered a gentile, although we are suspicious of him until his
righteousness becomes apparent. And even if he returns and
worships an idol he is considered as sinning Israelite.
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2. Commentary on Mishnah Sanhedrin 10.2 (Rav Kafih’s translation)

When a human being fulfills all these principles and believes in
them truly, he has entered the Congregation of Israel, and it is
our duty to love him and forgive him and all that Hashem
commanded us concerning mutual love and brotherhood. Even if
he does what is considered a transgression because of his
appetite or his being overpowered by his evil inclination, he is
punished according to the size of his rebellion but [still] he has a
share [in the world to come] and he is considered as a sinning
Israelite. But when a human being raises doubts concerning one
of these principles, he is considered outside the Congregation [of
Israel] and has rebelled against God, and is called a “heretic” and
an “apikoros” and a “cutter of the shoots”. And it is our duty to
hate him and to destroy him, and of him it is said: “l will hate
those who hate Hashem” (Psalms 139.21)
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3. Mishneh Torah, Laws of Forbidden Intercourse 13.18

And because of this our Sages said: “Converts are harsh on Israel
like the affliction of leprosy”- Because most of them return
because of an ulterior motive and they mislead Israel, and it is
very hard to get rid of them after they have converted. Go out
and learn from what happened in the wilderness concerning the
Golden Calf and the tombs of desire, and thus in the trials of the
mixed multitude, who were instigated by converts.
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4. First Description of the Conversion Process

Talmudic Sources, Keritut 9a

Rambam, Laws of Forbidden Intercourse 13
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Rabbi said: “like you like the convert” (Numbers 15.15).
In the same way that your forefathers entered the
covenant but through circumcision, immersion and a
blood offering, so thus they [the coverts] will not enter
the covenant but through circumcision, immersion and a
blood offering.

1. Through three things Israel entered the covenant [at
Sinai]: through circumcision, through immersion and
through an offering. 4. And thus, throughout the
generations, when a Gentile wants to enter the covenant
and to gather themselves under the wings of the
Shekhina and to receive upon himself the Yoke of Torah-
he needs circumcision, immersion and an offering. And if
it is a female convert [she needs] immersion and an
offering.  Since it was written: “like you, like the
convert”- (Numbers 15.15) in the same way you
[entered the covenant] through circumcision, immersion
and an offering, so thus the covert throughout the
generations [enters the covenant] through circumcision,
immersion and an offering.

5. Second Description of the Conversion Process

Rambam, Laws of Forbidden Intercourse 13.14

Do not imagine that Samson, the savior of Israel and
Salomon the King of Israel who is called Yedidyah (friend
of the Lord) married Gentile women in their
Gentilehood. Rather, this is the secret: that the proper
mitzvah is that when a male or female convert comes to
convert we inspect after him or her lest they be
motivated by money that they might win or by power
that that might acquire or by the fear to enter our
creed. And if he is a man we inspect after him lest he
has set his eyes on a Jewish woman. And if she is a
woman, we inspect after her lest she set her eyes on an
Israelite man. And if no such pretext was found, we
inform them the difficulty of the yoke of the Torah and
the toil that is entailed in its fulfillment on those who
are ignorant, so that they may desist. If they accept this
and do not desist and we see them that they returned
out of love [for Judaism] we receive them, for it is said:
“and she saw that she was stubbornly following her, and
she stopped talking to her.”
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6. Third description of the Conversion Process

Bavli, Yevamot 47a-b

Rambam, Laws of Forbidden Intercourse 14.1-6
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Bavli, Yevamot 47a-b

Rambam, Laws of Forbidden Intercourse 14.1-6

Our rabbis taught: a convert who comes to convert in these
times we say to him: “What did you see that you came to
convert? Don’t you know that Israel in these times are
persecuted and oppressed and despised and overcome by
afflictions?” if he says: “l know and | am not worthy,” we
receive him immediately.

1. How do we receive the righteous convert [in these
times]? When he comes to convert from the Gentiles and
we check him and found no ulterior motive, we say to him:
“What did you see that you came to convert? Don’t you
know that Israel in these times are persecuted and
oppressed and despised and overcome by afflictions?” if he
says: “l know and | am not worthy,” we receive him
immediately.

And we inform him of some easy mitzvot and of some hard
mitzvot,

and we inform him of the sin of leket, shikhecha, peah and
maaser sheni, and we inform him the punishment of the
mitzvot. We say to him: Know that until you came to this
religion if you ate chelev you are not liable karet, if you
desecrate the shabbat you are not liable for stoning. Now,
after you convert, if you eat chelev you are liable for karet
and if you desecrate the Shabbat you are liable for stoning.

2. And we inform him of the principles of the religion which
are the Oneness of God and the prohibition of idolatry, and
we extend on this exposition. And we inform him of some
easy mitzvot and of some hard mitzvot and we do not
extend in this exposition, and we inform him of the sin of
leket, shikhecha, peah and maaser sheni, and we inform
him the punishment of the mitzvot. What do we say to him?
Know that until you came to this religion if you ate chelev
you are not liable karet, if you desecrate the shabbat you
are not liable for stoning. Now, after you convert, if you
eat chelev you are liable for karet and if you desecrate the
Shabbat you are liable for stoning. And you do not extend
over him, and you do not detail this anymore, lest you
bother him and you stray him from the good way to a bad
way, since at the beginning you only attract people with
words of appeasement and ease as he says: “l drew them
with human cords, [and then] with bands of love” (Hos.

11.4)

And as we inform him of the punishment of the mitzvot we
inform him of their reward,

3. And as we inform him of the punishment of the mitzvot
we inform him of their reward, and we inform him that
through performing these mitzvot he will merit the life of
the World to Come, and there is no fulfilled righteous
person but he who possesses wisdom and does these
mitzvot and knows them.

We say to him: “Know that the World to Come is not
prepared but for the righteous and lIsrael in this time
cannot receive much good or much calamity.” And you do
not extend over him, and you do not detail this anymore.

4. And we say to him: “Know that the World to Come is not
prepared but for the righteous and they are Israel. And this
that you see that lIsrael suffers in this world, is really a
boon in store for them because they cannot receive most of
their good in this world like the nations, lest their heart is
lifted and they will stray and will lose the reward of the
World to Come as it is said: “Jeshurun has grown fat and it
kicked” (Deut. 32.15)

If he accepts, we circumcise him immediately. If pieces of
the foreskin that invalidate the circumcision remained, we
go back and circumcise him a second time. When he is
cured, we immerse him immediately.

5. And the HOBBH does not bring to them a lot of
calamities so they will not disappear, so while the nations
disappear they stand. And you extend yourself in this issue
to arouse their love. If he retracts and does not want to
accept, he goes on his way. If he accepts, we do not wait,
but rather circumcise him immediately, and if he is
circumcised we extract blood of the covenant from him and
we wait until he heals completely and after we immerse
him.

And two disciples of the Sages stand over him and inform
him of some easy mitzvot and of some hard mitzvot. Once
he immerses and comes out- he is like an Israelite in every
aspect.

6. And three stand over him and inform him of some easy
mitzvot and of some hard mitzvot a second time and he
stands in the water.




