
It is NOT good to be the king
Devarim 17.14-20

14Îָlh ¿ֶv¶kֱt ws r ¿ֶJֲt .ֶr ָ֗tָv־kֶt t¶ Écָ,־hִF
ָ֗,ְrַnָtְu V ָ֑C vָ,ְc ÉַJָhְu V ָ֖,ְJִrhִu ְl ºָk i Éֵ,¶b
r ËֶJֲt o ִ֖hIDַv־kָfְF ְlֶk ºֶn Îhַkָg vָnh ÀִGָt

:hָ,¶chִcְx15r ËֶJֲt ְlֶk ºֶn Îָlh ¿ֶkָg oh ÀִGָ, oI ÉG
oh ÀִGָ, ָlh ֶ֗jַt cֶr ÉֶEִn IC֑ ָlh ֶ֖v¶kֱt ws r Áַjְcִh
Jh Éִt Îָlh ¿ֶkָg , Àֵ,ָk k ַ֗fU, t É¶k ְlֶk ºֶn Îָlh ¿ֶkָg

:tUv ָlh ִ֖jָt־t¶k r ËֶJֲt h ºִrְfָb16Ôeַr
Îoָgָv־,ֶt ch ÀִJָh־t¶kְu o̧hִxUx I ÉK־vֶCְrַh־t¶k
o ºֶfָk r Éַnָt wsַu xUx֑ ,I ÉCְrַv iַg ַ֖nְk vָnְh ºַrְmִn

:sIg v ֶ֖Zַv ְlֶr ËֶSַC cU ÁJָk iUpִ֗x¶, t É¶k17t À¶kְu
c ºָvָzְu ;ֶx Éֶfְu Icָ֑cְk rUxָ֖h t Ë¶kְu oh ºִJָb ÎIK־vֶCְrַh

:s¶tְn IK֖־vֶCְrַh t Ë¶k18k ַ֖g I º,ְcִJְf v Éָhָvְu
v ÀָrI,ַv v ¿ֵbְJִn־,ֶt I Ãk cַ, ¿ָfְu I,ְ֑fַkְnַn t ÉֵXִF

:oִHִuְkַv oh Ëִbֲv¶Fַv h ֵ֖bְpִKִn rֶp ºֵx־kַg Î,t¶Zַv19
iַg Éַnְk uh ָ֑Hַj h Éֵnְh־kָF Ic֖ tָr Ëָeְu I ºNִg v Éָ,ְhָvְu
r¶ ÆnְJִ Æk uhe¶kֱt ws־,ֶt Îvָtְrִhְk s ַ֗nְkִh
oh ËִEֻjַv־,ֶtְu ,t¶ ÁZַv v ËָrI,ַv h ÄֵrְcִS־kָF־,ֶt

:oָ,Gֲgַk vֶK ֵ֖tָv20ÎIcָcְk־oUr h Àִ,ְkִcְk
ih Éִnָh v ָ֖uְmִNַv־iִn rU Ëx h Áִ,ְkִcְkU uh ºָjֶtֵn
I Á,ְfַkְnַn־kַg oh Íִnָh ְlh ¿ִrֲtַh Ïiַg Ïַnְk kut¶nְ֑GU

:kֵtָrְGִh cֶr ËֶeְC uh ָ֖bָcU tU Ëv 
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14. When you come to the land which the Lord your God gives you, and shall possess it, and shall live 
in it, and shall say, I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me;
15. You shall set him king over you, whom the Lord your God shall choose; one from among your 
brothers shall you set king over you; you may not set a stranger over you, who is not your brother.
16. But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that 
he should multiply horses; for as much as the Lord has said to you, You shall henceforth return no more
that way.
17. Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away; nor shall he greatly 
multiply to himself silver and gold.
18. And it shall be, when he sits upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy 
of this Torah in a book from that which is before the priests the Levites;
19. And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life; that he may learn to fear the 
Lord his God, to keep all the words of this Torah and these statutes, to do them;
20. That his heart be not lifted up above his brothers, and that he turn not aside from the 
commandment, to the right hand, or to the left; to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, 
he, and his children, in the midst of Israel.
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