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MorehdNevuchim3:50
Ito iso alsoo necessaryo too noteo theo following
observations.o Theo viewo weo takeo ofo things
describedmbyothersasddifferentofromotheoviewowe
takeoofothingsoseenobyoUsoasoeyeowitnesses. oFor
thatowhichowenseeocontainsomanyodetailsowhich
areoessential,oandomustobecfullyodescribed.oThe
readerofctherdescriptiontbelievestthatdtocontains
superfluousmmatter,oruselessrepetition,hutdfthe
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adaptedoforothethabitationtofoman, "dtoismooplace
ofo seed,o oro ofo figs,m oro ofo vines,o oro of
pomegranates,meitherdstheremnywaterttodrink”
(Num.xx.5):"0Adandthatmommangpassedthrough,
andowheremommanddwelt"qJer.qi.%).dInreference
tootheostayoofothenlsraelitesoinotheowilderness],
Scripturer relates,"o Yeo haveo noto eateno bread,
neitherthaveyerdrunkawinemorstrongadrink o Deut.
xix.h).oAllcthesemmiraclesswereowonderful ,public,
andowitnessedobyotheopeople.oButoGodoknewnothat
inofutureopeopleomightodoubtotheocorrectnessoof
theo accounto ofo thesem miracles.o ino theo same
mannero aso theyo doubto theo accuracyo ofo other
narratives;otheyomightothinkothatotheolsraelites
stayeduinotheowildernessoinoaoplaceonotofarofrom
inhabitedoland,owhereritowasopossibleoforomancto
lived[inotheoordinaryoway];othatoitowasalikeothose
desertsoinowhichoArabsoliveoatopresent;oorothat
theyodweltoinosuchoplacesoinewhichotheyocould
plow,osow,0andoreap,Doroliveoonosomenvegetable
thato waso growingo there;ooro thato mannao came
alwaysmdowntinthosemplacesmsmnordinarymatural
product;oorothatothereowereowellsoofowateroin
thosemplaces.olnorderotooremovernallothesecdoubts
ando too firmlyo establisho theo accuracyo ofo the
accountoofotheseomiracles,oScripturecenumerates
allotheostations,osoothatocomingogenerationsomay
seeothem,manddearnothengreatnesscofotheomiracle
whicho enabledo humano beingso too liveo ino those
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hadowitnessedotheoeventoofowhichoheoreads,che
wouldo seeo theo necessityo ofo everyo parto ofo the
description.dWhenowenthereforeooticemarratives
intthedTorah,swhichmareoinmorconnexionowithoany
ofotheocommandments, owernarerninclinedotoothink
thattheymrerentirelysuperfluous,ortoodengthy,
orcontainarepetitions;hutthisdstonlytbecauseowe
doonotoseentheoparticularoincidentsowhichomake
thoseonarrativesonoteworthy.oOfothisokindoisothe
enumerationoofotheostationso[ofothenlsraelitesoin
theowilderness]o (Num.oxxxiii.).o Atofirstosightoit
appearsotoobenentirelyouseless;obutoinoorderoto
obviatensuchoaonotionoScripturensays, "sAndoMoses
wrotettheirmgoingsmoutmccordingtottheirgjourneys
byttheccommandmentofthed ord"qibid.ver.®2).dt
wastindeedomostonecessaryothatotheseoshouldobe
written.@Formmiraclesmreonlyonvincingtothose
whoowitnessedothem;awhilstocomingogenerations,
whooknowothemoonly=fromotheoaccountogivenoby
others,mmayonsiderthemmsmuntrue.Butmmiracles
cannotocontinuemanddastoformallogenerations; oitois
eveno inconceivableo [thatz theyo shouldo be
permanent].oc Nowotheogreatesto ofotheomiracles
describeddnthed awdsthestayofthedsraelitesdn
theowildernessoforfortyoyears,owithmacdailysupply
ofo manna.o Thiso wilderness,o aso describedo in
Scripture,consistedofplaces"owhereinoweretfiery
serpentstandsscorpions,mandmdrought,owherecthere
waso noo water"o (Deut.o viii.o 115):0 placeso very
remoteofromocultivatedoland,onandonaturallyznot
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1.oThesemrethegourneysofthegpeoplemfdsrael, whichwentforthmoutmofthedandofEgyptowiththeir
armiestunderthethandoftMosestandmAaron. 2. tAndiMosesowrotetheirstartinggplacesmaccordingtotheir
journeysthbytherommandmentmofthed ord;mandthesemretheirjourneysmccordingttotheirstarting
places.3.AndtheydepartedfrommRamesesdntherfirsttmonth,onthefifteenthdayofthedfirstamonth;
onthemextddaymafterthemPassoverthechildrenofdsraelowentoutwithmchighthandanthesightofmall
thetEgyptians.@.ForthetEgyptianstburiedmlltheirdfirstborn,whichthed ordchadstruckmamongtthem;
uponttheirmodsmalsothed ordrexecutedgudgments..tAndthepeoplemfdsraeltmovedofrommRameses,
andrampedtns$uccoth.®%.:Andtheydeparteddfromsbuccoth,mandeampedtn®tham,whichdstncthe
edgemoftheowilderness..;Andtheymmovedfrom=Etham,mndturnedbackztoPihahiroth,oswhichds
beforemBaaloZephon;mndtheyrampedheforemMigdol.8.0AndtheydepartedfromeforedPihahiroth,
andpassedthroughothemidstoftheseadntotheowilderness,mndowentthreedays’gourneydncthe
wildernessofEtham,mandtampedtanmarah.®.tAndtheymmovedfrommarah,mand@cametoElim;manddn
Elimoweredwelvefountainsofwater,-andseventypalmdrees;mndtheycampedthere.o0.0Andthey
moveddromtElim,mandcampedbytheRedbea. o 1.5AndtheymmovedfromathelRedbea,-andcampedsdn
theowildernessof$in.o 2. tAndtheytooktheirgourneyoutofthemwildernessofdin,tandcampeddn
Dophkah.o13.AndtheymdepartedfromDophkah,/and@campeddnoAlush. o 4. ;sAndtheymmovedfromdAlush,
andampedan®Rephidim,wherethereowasmoowaterforthempeopletodrink.o5.0Andtheyeparted
from®Rephidim,mandampeddnthewildernessofbinai.o 6. sAndtheymmoveddromtthemdesertofbinai,
andcampeddnKibrothoHattaavah.
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